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The Town of Warrenton is located at one of the busiest junctions of traffic
transitioning between Western, Southern, and Northern Virginia. Route 15,
Route 17, Route 29, and Route 211 all intersect within the Town.
The town is at a strategic crossroads, including two COSS: the Seminole
Corridor that follows U.S. 29 and the Coastal Corridor that follows U.S. 17.
Consequently, Warrenton’s transportation network is subject to a number
of external influences. Warrenton has experienced regional traffic traversing
the town from southern and western points to access I-66 for years. This
traffic stands to increase as development occurs in Culpeper County. For
example, the approved developments to the west of Warrenton, such as
Clevengers Village, are projected to increase traffic to nearly 20,000 vehicles
per day on U.S. 211 at buildout. Park and Ride improvements, coupled with
expanded Virginia Railway Express service, have the potential to increase
traffic traveling through Warrenton to access Haymarket. Freight traffic
remains a constant in Warrenton due to the Virginia Inland Port in Front
Royal. Closer to Town, destinations such as Lord Fairfax Community College,
the new park and ride lot at the U.S. 29 and Business 17 interchange, and
the WARF and Central Sports Field Complex serve as regional attractions.

Figure 5-12: South-west side of Main Street in Old Town Warrenton.
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Main Arterials
The main arterials, U.S. 17, U.S. 211, U.S. 29, Broadview Avenue, and Shirley
Avenue and all have higher volumes and crash rates. Anticipated regional
development will continue to add strain to the roadways. Projects and
studies focused on key areas will maximize safety and improve performance
to accommodate Warrenton’s future growth. Examples include:
Access Management: Projects and studies focused on limiting the
number of curb-cuts and median breaks to reduce the risk of crashes,
such as rear-ends and angles. Additionally, opportunities should be
found to reduce the number of access points without restricting access
to nearby and proposed developments.
Intersection Capacity: Intersections are typically the focal point of
capacity issues. This is especially true of signalized intersections that
can reduce roadway throughput by up to 50 percent. Recommendations
should be focused on incorporating innovative intersections such as
Restricted Crossing U-turns (RCUTS), median U-turns (MUT), thrucuts, quadrant roadways (QR), and roundabouts. These intersections
distribute traffic efficiently and safely. Traffic signalization should be
kept to a minimum.
Networking Streets: To provide maximum flexibility and efficiency in
the Town’s transportation system, every opportunity to connect local
streets into a functional network should be taken. This approach relieves
pressure from the main arterials by increasing route options for local
trips and increasing the potential for non-automobile trips. However,
speed and safety must be primary design considerations to protect the
mix of modes and respect land uses adjacent to local streets.
Future Demand: Understanding the future of traffic, not simply from
within the Town but outside as well, will be what creates a successful,
lasting recommendation. Modeling traffic demand creates effective
solutions while also supporting the Town of Warrenton’s business
growth.
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Timber Fence Parkway
As the Town moves to Complete Streets Typology to enhance its businesses and neighborhoods, other methods can help alleviate regional
pressures. The Town should work with state, regional and County agencies to study the regional transportation issues and develop a regional
solution. The completion of the proposed Timber Fence Parkway could ultimately provide a connection between western Warrenton and
U.S. 17. In the short-term, the existing Timber Fence Parkway could be extended, in conjunction with the Timber Fence Trail, within Town
as a neighborhood connector providing access to the high school and the WARF.
The identified solution should include intersections along the alignment that avoid using conventional intersections and focus on the
implementation of innovative intersections. This will ensure capacity and safety can be maintained on a two-lane roadway.
Safe crossings at intersections should be provided for bike and pedestrian users. Access should be limited between intersections to maintain
throughput. The multi-use path currently under design accompanied by conservation easements adjacent to the alignment outside of town
would help support limitation of access.
In the future, a connection at U.S. 17 and U.S. 211 should be studied further to identify opportunities for at-grade intersection treatments
that allow for quick and aﬀordable implementation. While the Plan identifies recommendations in the Warrenton Service District, any
planned improvements outside of the Town of Warrenton’s corporate limits would require coordination with Fauquier County, VDOT, and
any appropriate external stakeholders.

Image 5-4:

Example of a two-lane, limited access cross-section with multi-use path in a residential area.
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Southern Parkway
Shirley Avenue is the main connection between the southern portion of the
Town of Warrenton and Frost Avenue. The roadway today is characterized as two
lanes between Alwington Boulevard and Culpeper Street and four lanes between
Culpeper Street and Frost Avenue. As development occurs locally, multimodal and
traffic management strategies in this plan and the Character District land uses are
intended to manage growth while minimizing the impacts to the corridor. External
traffic growth, however, raises concerns that Shirley Avenue’s right-of-way and the
opportunities for improvements on the two-lane sections can continue to perform in
the long-term.
To preserve the opportunity for future transportation improvements within the service
area of the Town, and with orderly growth in mind, the feasibility and alignment of a
Southern Parkway should be evaluated with state, regional, and County agencies. The
immediate intent of the parkway concept is for the development of a multi-use trail to
provide recreation and mobility for bicycle, pedestrian, and equestrian transportation
while serving to preserve the opportunity and right-of-way for a continuous parkway
around eastern/southern Warrenton, if needed, in the long-term future.
Similar to Timber Fence Parkway, the ultimate Southern Parkway would be limited
access (with a parallel multi-use path) and adjacent conservation easements. The
Southern Parkway study should focus on avoiding environmental and historical
resources and maximizing the use of existing alignments. The study should take
the form of a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study to emphasize the
importance of environmental resources and context-sensitive design.
Options for how and where the Southern Parkway connects near Frost Avenue
should be evaluated in particular to provide recommendations for development
planning. The connection here should be at-grade and align as closely as possible
with the Timber Fence Parkway alignment. The southern connection of a future
Southern Parkway should connect with the interchange at Business 17 and Route 15
or possibly a new connection to the south at Lovers Lane or James Madison south of
Home Depot. While the Plan identifies recommendations in the Warrenton Service
District, any planned improvements outside of the Town of Warrenton’s corporate
limits would require coordination with Fauquier County, VDOT, and any appropriate
external stakeholders.
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